
 

Idaho Caregiver Alliance Meeting - Notes 
Wednesday, October 15, 2025: 1:00 – 3:00 pm, MDT 
Location: Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://boisestate.zoom.us/j/94879471798?pwd=DCfeGwQdL0OBm4uOX2bdXFWeRs2NRM.1  
 

Vision: Family caregivers and the people they care for are recognized, valued, and supported in Idaho. 
Mission: To serve as the voice, convener, and catalyst for support of unpaid family caregivers across the 
lifespan. 
Values: Collaboration, communication, inclusiveness and capacity building for family caregivers. 
 

NOTES 
Attendees:  

1.​ Sheila Weaver (FCN/ICA), Jennifer Glenn (FCN/ICA), Edwina French (ICA/FCN), Mike Hirschi 
(AAA V), Richelle Tierney (ICDD), Lynn Fyanes (ICOA), Brooke Jardine (Boise State 
University Foundation), Michael Lefevor (LIFE), Angel Jewell (CSI-Office on Aging), Sarah 
Weber (IDHW-ADRD), Mike Kestie (CSI-Office on Aging), Jeremy Maxand (LINC), Leticia 
Soto (Casey Family Programs), Shannon Collins (ICA & ICOA), Sarah Gornik (IPUL), Alyssa 
Romero (IDHW-ADRD program), Barbara Bisaro (Area Agency on Aging), Alyssa Romero 
(IDHW-ADRD), Miguel Juarez (ICDD), Kristen Tracey (Blue Cross of Idaho), Diana Gomez 
Romero, (St. Luke's Community Health and Engagement), Honey Goodman (Aging Strong - 
Program of Jannus), Steve Millward (IDHW - Certified Family Homes), Pam Oliason, Denise 
Myler (Family Caregiver Advisory Council), Ann H., Brittany Shipley (Family & Child 
Advocate), Christen Findley (ISC), Heidi Smith (IDHW - 211), Krista Kramer (Idaho Assistive 
Technology Project), Michael Triolo, Stephen Montamat, Kimberly Ouwehand  

Total # of Participants: 33 
Time Activity 

1:00 pm 
All 
LINK - Minutes of 
Last ICA Quarterly 
Meeting 
LINK - Meeting 
Slides 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS & HOUSEKEEPING 
●​ Attendees put their name, organization, email, and zip code in the Chat 
●​ Links to ICA quarterly meetings agenda and notes will be shared in the 

monthly newsletter and can be found on the ICA website  
o​ https://idahocaregiveralliance.com/get-involved/ 

1:05 pm 
Everyone 
 

UPDATES FROM MEMBERS 
●​ Shared updates from community organizations 

○​ Brief update on FPCS from Nathan Hill:  
■​ Together with legislators, they are moving forward on 

a draft bill to revive FPCS. A one-pager will be available 
soon that will allow everyone to actively engage with 
their legislators on this draft bill. 

○​ Sarah Gornik (IPUL): 
■​ Helping families understand how Medicaid cuts are 

impacting them and their children; Presenting at 
upcoming caregiver conference; receive frequent 

 

https://boisestate.zoom.us/j/94879471798?pwd=DCfeGwQdL0OBm4uOX2bdXFWeRs2NRM.1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12l4dD3XYY3JrbMbzXKWlYPsXUGA8Huuk/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/158nlr9tO9DJVUvq4jVdOfeNE4ZOgM0CfcRhEmGRNwJQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://idahocaregiveralliance.com/get-involved/


 

updates about their funding → Collaborating with 
partners to continue supporting families 

○​ Miguel Juarez (ICDD) 
■​ Disability Information and Resource Conference on 

November 14th and 15th in Burley, Idaho - LINK 
○​ Honey Goodman (Aging Strong) 

■​ Friendly reminder to everyone.... Aging Strong is still 
providing respite services.  Our program is no longer 
called "Legacy Corps" and now is called "Respite 
Companion Program."  Referrals come to us the same 
way! - 
https://www.agingstrong.org/respite-companion-care
giver-support 

○​ A reminder that any resources or events related to brain 
health and/or dementia care please share with 
ADRD@dhw.idaho.gov  

○​ Barbara  
■​ North Idaho Caregiver Conference - LINK - Nov 7th 

(9-2); Free event; Vendor space still available ($100) 
○​ Leticia Soto - Casey Family PRograms - Kinship navigator 

■​ Spanish speaking kinship caregiver support group 
monthly 

○​ Statewide Parent summits on Nov 8th - Coeur d’alene, Boise, 
& Idaho Falls 

■​ Raising kids can feel isolating but you don’t have to do 
it alone. 

■​ On Saturday, November 8, 2025 (9 AM–3 PM), join 
families across Idaho for The Parent Summit: A 
Gathering for Everyone Raising Kids. 

■​ Connect with other parents and caregivers 
■​ Share stories and real-life experiences 
■​ Explore practical ways to strengthen your family and 

community 
■​ Enjoy free breakfast, lunch, and snacks 
■​ Find a summit near you (Coeur d’Alene, Idaho Falls, or 

Nampa) and register to attend now: 
https://ipulidaho.org/uncategorized/pvs2025h/  

○​ Saint Luke's Community & Engagement (Diana E. 
Gomez-Romero 

■​ Health promotion partnership with Mexican Consulate 
●​ Offer free flu vaccine every week for those 

with no insurance - no appointment needed; 
other preventative screenings available 

○​ 5th Brain Health Symposium this Saturday  
■​ Registration closes this Friday - LINK 

 

https://icdd.idaho.gov/leadership-development/
https://www.agingstrong.org/respite-companion-caregiver-support
https://www.agingstrong.org/respite-companion-caregiver-support
mailto:ADRD@dhw.idaho.gov
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https://ipulidaho.org/uncategorized/pvs2025h/
https://ymcatvidaho.org/event/brain-health-symposium-2025/


 

●​ Please reach out to ICA when you hear about changes or updates 
○​ ICA email: idahocaregiveralliance@gmail.com  
○​ Phone: 208-426-5899 

1:20 pm 
Sheila Weaver 
Edwina French 
 
LINK - ICA Resource 
Library 
 
LINK - Resources for 
Spanish Speakers 

UPDATE FROM ICA 
●​ Staff changes 

○​ Current staff: Sheila Weaver, Sarah Toevs, Jennifer Glenn, & 
Edwina French 

●​ Website Resources 
○​ Searchable Caregiver Resource Library 
○​ Resources for Spanish speakers 

■​ Resource list 
■​ Stories from Hispanic Caregivers 

●​ Securing funding 
○​ Community Catalyst Year 3 
○​ Cambia Health Foundation Grant 
○​ Dudley T. Dougherty Foundation Grant - Pending 
○​ Lifespan Respite Grant 

●​ Questions? 
1:35 pm 
Sheila Weaver 
Edwina French 

2025 NATIONAL FAMILY CAREGIVER MONTH 
●​ Proclamation 

○​ Sheila will send proclamation signing logistics as soon as date 
and time are decided by governor’s office 

○​ If you would like to join us for the proclamation signing, 
please email ICA idahocaregiveralliance@gmail.com  

●​ Toolkit - What is useful?  
○​ Sample Social Media posts  
○​ Email signatures 
○​ Community resources 
○​ Stats and Data 
○​ Self care tip list 

●​ Social media Spanish posts  
●​ SHIBA as resource to caregivers  

ica campaign on ICA’s Instagram & Facebook 
1:45 pm 
Edwina French 
 
LINK - Save the 
Date 
 
LINK - Sponsorship 
Levels & Benefits 
 
LINK - Sponsor 
Registration Page 
 

2026 ICA CAREGIVER CONFERENCE 
●​ Rooted in Relationships: Growth Through Connection 

o​ Saturday, February 21st, 2026: 9 AM - 3 pm (MST), Virtual 
●​ Keynote Jason Resendez, National Alliance for Caregiving 

o​ The NAC Way: We are bold and visionary. We are catalysts for 
system change. We are rigorous and rooted in evidence. We are a 
megaphone for family caregivers. 

●​ YOUR INPUT PLEASE 
o​ Participant outreach and Save the Date 
o​ Sponsors 

▪​ Sponsorship levels and benefits 

 

mailto:idahocaregiveralliance@gmail.com
https://idahocaregiveralliance.com/resource-library/
https://idahocaregiveralliance.com/improving-hispanic-family-caregiver-projects/
mailto:idahocaregiveralliance@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QPHY4Gh7mcans-vXtODTXjUB5PuVHMTP/view?usp=drive_link
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o​ Pam: I think a note about SHIBA as a resource to caregivers for 
themselves or for the person for whom she cares who may need 
info about healthcare insurance since there are many changes to 
policies. 

●​ Reach out to Edwina French at edwinawallen@boisestate.edu with any 
conference related questions 

●​ Angel Jewell - Send any social media posts to our Facebook coordinator 
DRTucker@csi.edu. We cover the entire Magic Valley. 

1:55 pm 
Mike Hirshi 
Lynn Fyanes 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT - STATEWIDE EFFORTS 
●​ Direct Care Workforce Development Technical Assistance Project 

Work is silo’d trying to crosswalk some of the workforce 
 1.Competency and training 
2. Identify opportunities to engage support partners 
3.Recruitment strategies 
Lynn will provide periodic updates 

 
●​ Southeast Idaho – USAging Kinship Project - ‘Many Lodges, one Fire’ 

Shoshone-Bannock Kinship program 
1 of 8 chosen 
Objectives- resources for caregivers, legal and financial support and 
intergenerational programming and support to strengthen family 
stability, build sustainable tribal led model. 
 
Lynn-is tribal legal support different? Yes, there is a separate tribal 
system and attorneys that represent the tribe. Opportunity for 
partnership to bridge gaps.  

2:10 pm 
Sheila Weaver 
Alyssa Romero  
LINK - Summary of 
Statewide Caregiver 
Survey 
LINK - Full Report of 
Statewide Caregiver 
Survey 
 

LIFESPAN RESPITE GRANT (funds released in 2025) 
●​ Statewide Caregiver Survey, summary of findings 

o​ Full Report 
 
●​ Update on Lifespan Respite Grant 
●​ Opportunities for collaboration to enhance support for caregivers 
●​ Focus on ACL and caregiver work-3 community led subgrant 

agreements-mix of rural and regional Contracts executed in the next few 
weeks. 3 community respite pilots 5, 7 and ? 

●​ Additional rfp’s in November? Working on improving coordination and 
communication , trainings and executing grants, aligning respite with 
Idaho's strategic statewide goals 

●​ Email ADRD (adrd@dhw.idaho.gov) with any questions 
●​ YOUR INPUT PLEASE 

o​ Lynn Fyanes: Shout out to Blue Cross of Idaho for investing in AHEC 
and Idaho Healthcare Professional Pathways Coalition to help develop 
a sustainable and diverse direct care workforce! 

 

 

mailto:edwinawallen@boisestate.edu
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2:20 pm 
Sheila Weaver 
Jennifer Glenn 
Edwina French 
LINK - FCN Website 

FAMILY CAREGIVER NAVIGATOR 2.0 
o​ Update  

2:30 pm 
Edwina French 
LINK - Idaho 
One-Pager  
LINK - Updated GU 
Idaho GrandFacts 
Sheet 
LINK - Educational 
Kinship Flyer for 
Providers  
LINK - IDHW 211 
Kinship Resource 
Flyer 
LINK - Idaho Kin 
Legal Training Slides 

GENERATIONS UNITED - BRIDGING SYSTEMS PROJECT - WORKING ACROSS 
SYSTEMS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE - LINK 
●​ Sponsor - Generations United/ Grandfamilies & Kinship Support 

Network, www.GKSNetwork.org | www.gu.org | www.grandfamilies.org 
●​ Timeline: 2 year initiative (ends June, 2026) 
●​ Idaho One-Pager  
●​ A systems change initiative guided by three goals:  

1.​ Map Assets  
2.​ Engage Community  
3.​ Streamline Supports  

●​ Resources ready for distribution  
o​ Updated GU Idaho GrandFacts Sheet  
o​ Educational Kinship Flyer for Providers  
o​ IDHW 211 Kinship Resource Flyer  
o​ Idaho “Who are Kinship families?” video - Coming Spring 
o​ Idaho Kin Legal Training Slides 

●​ Help us share these resources with kinship caregivers & spread 
awareness in your community 

●​ Email Edwina at efrench@gu.org with any questions or request for 
resources 

2:40 pm 
Sheila Weaver 
 

CAMBIA HEALTH FOUNDATION - KINSHIP CONNECTIONS: STRENGTHENING 
SUPPORT NETWORKS AND RAISING AWARENESS FOR KINSHIP 
CAREGIVERS. 
●​ October 2025 - December 2026 
●​ Priority actions:  

o​ Formation of an Idaho Kinship Collaborative (ID-KC)  
o​ Outreach to kinship caregivers to engage them in the Family 

Caregiver Navigator (FCN) program 
o​ Community and school focused initiatives to increase visibility of 

kinship families and available resources 
●​ Kick-off: IDHW Kinship Family Day 

o​ Kinship caregiver shared their story and Cambia captured videos 
of this - Video coming soon 

 
        Pam-AARP Idaho may be a good connection for making 50+ folks about 
kinship support developments in Idaho. 

2:50 pm 
All 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
●​ Fall Pop-up Event: Caregiver Briefing: Policy & System Updates 

o​ Friday, October 17, 12pm MST 
o​ More information & registration page  

 

https://caregivernavigator.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZPyc04ysUNll9TLnTvxLnwOlR6A1rtdF/view?usp=drive_link
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LINK - Registration 
page for ICA Pop-Up 
Event  
LINK - ICA 
Conference Page 
LINK - Stay tuned 
for future ICA 
events on our 
website 
 

o​ Brain Health Symposium this weekend 
https://ymcatvidaho.org/event/brain-health-symposium-2025/ 

●​ November 2025 Family Caregiver Month and Proclamation 
o​ Stay tuned for more information 

●​ 2026 ICA Caregiver Conference, Saturday, February 21st, 2026 
●​ Upcoming 2026 ICA Quarterly Meetings:  

o​ Wednesday, Jan 21, 2025: 1pm - 3pm (MST) 
o​ Wednesday, April 15, 2025: 1pm - 3pm (MST) 
o​ Wednesday, July 15, 2025: 1pm - 3pm (MST) 
o​ Wednesday, October 21, 2025: 1pm - 3pm (MST) 

●​ Stay tuned for future ICA events on our website 
●​ Other?  

3:00 pm ADJOURN  
 

 

https://idahocaregiveralliance.com/pup-up-events/
https://idahocaregiveralliance.com/caregiverconference/
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